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Little Free Libraries in Lamorinda
By Amanda Kuehn

If you park your car outside 67
Loma Vista Drive in Orinda, walk

up to the bright red box roughly 5
feet tall and 3 feet wide at end of the
drive, nestled between two baby
evergreens, and crack open the door
you’ll find three shelves of books,
ranging from Amanda Foreman’s
“The Duchess” to Don Freeman’s
“Corduroy.” At the bottom of the
base, a plaque reads simply: “Take a
book, return a book. Little Free Li-
brary.”

     
The Little Free Library (LFL)

Project started in 2009, when Todd

Bol of Hudson, Wis., built a model
of a one room schoolhouse, filled it
with books and put it on a post in
his front yard with a sign reading
“Free Books.” It was so popular
that Bol built two more. LFL’s
started popping up throughout Wis-
consin, and with the advent of the
LFL website in 2010, the move-
ment went national. By the end of
2011 there were 400 LFL’s across
the country. As of January 2014,
there are over 15,000 LFL’s world-
wide, each doing its part to create
“a gathering place where neighbors

share their favorite literature and
stories.”

      
The Lamorinda area boasts two

such spaces: Donna Pickthall’s box
on Loma Vista Drive and Bobbie
Preston’s book lantern at 1307
Larch Avenue in Moraga. Pickthall
and her family moved to Los Ange-
les from London four years ago. “I
couldn’t have made L.A. my perma-
nent home,” Pickthall commented.
Shortly after moving to Orinda, she
recalled thinking she’d found “the
most amazing neighborhood with
just the most lovely people.” Pick-

thall considers the LFL to be “a gift;
a sort of thank you to the commu-
nity for accepting us.”

      
Pickthall heard about LFL from

a fellow member of the Lamorinda
Moms group. “I Googled it and there
wasn’t one [in Lamorinda]. And I
just decided, yeah, I’m going to do
this.” Pickthall’s LFL was built by
her father and made to look like an
English phone kiosk. She keeps
books for younger kids at the bot-
tom, adults on the top. Her LFL is
registered through the project’s web-
site and officially opened last Octo-
ber.

      
“Initially, it was just nice that the

kids in the neighborhood used it,”
said Pickthall, who has been amazed
at the number of books that have cy-
cled in and out of the box. Now six
months in, “It’s actually very self-
managing.” 

      
Bobbie Preston is still waiting to

see some real action with her LFL,
which has only been out since April.
An avid gardener and advocate of lit-
eracy, Preston first read about LFL’s
in a gardening magazine. “They’re
quite big on the East Coast,” she
said. 

      
Preston kept it simple, buying a

large outdoor light lantern, mounting
it on an old kitchen stool and setting

it near the curb. “A lot of people
walk and run on Larch,” she noted.
“I hope people will see it, and get in
the habit of taking a book and leav-
ing a book.” Preston filled the library
with “a little bit of everything,” in-
cluding high brow, low brow and
children’s books. “I find it very hard
to give up books without giving
them away,” she said.
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Moraga’s Little Free Library on
Larch. Photo Amanda Kuehn

61 glass works of art, some enormous, and 11 of Dale Chihuly’s preliminary drawings, inspired by
the artist’s love of Venice and Venetian glass. From the George R. Stroemple Collection, a
Stroemple/Stirek Collaboration. 

Environmental
sculpture: Perry’s
reclaimed and fallen
wood; Blotner’s
mixed-media, hand
felted imperiled
animals. 

Large scale photographs, including the Dalai
Lama, Michael Phelps, Mother Teresa, Steve
Jobs, Bono, Cesar Chavez, Nelson Mandela,
Tim Lincecum, Kerri Walsh Jennings, Carmelo
Anthony, Ray Charles, Paul McCartney, Ringo
Starr, Johnny Cash, Clint Eastwood, Carmen
Electra, Dave Navarro, BB King, and more.

Opening Day Events Sunday, June 1 – 
11am – 4:30 pm, Panel with Blotner and Perry, 2 pm, Reception, 3 pm, free admission to both events.

Public Hours: Wed – Sun, 11 am-4:30 pm. Museum Admission: Adults $5; Members and K-12 graders Free; Parking Free; Group Tours Free   Phone: 925-631-4379   
Website: stmarys-ca.edu/museum

Chihuly’s Venetians

All Natural: Pamela Blotner and Sam Perry

California Grandeur: William Keith’s Big Paintings

Michael Collopy: Face to Face
with Movers and Shakers

Missions of Will Sparks

The mission paintings of Will Sparks (1862-1937) are admired 
for their rich color and air of mystery. This rare complete series 
of the 37 Alta and Baja California missions once belonged to 
Alma de Bretteville Spreckels.  On loan from Trotter Galleries, 
Carmel and Pacific Grove.

The Art of the Cross

An overview of the many 
forms and functions the 

cross has taken over the centuries by such masters as Jacques Callot, 
Tiepolo, Èmile Bernard, Marc Chagall, Georges Rouault, Bernard Buffet, 
Otto Dix, Salvador Dali, as well as a 5th c. Constantinople coin, a 15th c.  
allegorical Memento Mori woodcut, Orthodox icons, and an elaborate  
silver and gilded Ethiopian Christian processional cross.  The objects 
have been selected from the collections of Christians in the Visual Arts 
(civa.org), based on the East Coast, and Saint Mary’s College.

Nyame Brown: John 
Henry’s Adventures  
in a Post-Black World

Inspired by bedtime stories told by the artist’s father, Brown weaves 
the tales of folk hero John Henry into a series of fantastic paintings and 
drawings. Brown is a member of the art faculty at Saint Mary’s College.  
He holds an M.F.A. from Yale University and a B.F.A. from The School 
of The Art Institute of Chicago.  

Museum Hours:

Wednesdays - Sundays, 11 AM - 4:30 PM  
Free admission for Museum members, 

youth through 12th grade.  
Adult admission: $5.  

Free Guide By Cell tours.
stmarys-ca.edu/museum, 925.631.4379

Call or check website for Saturday, 
October 6 opening day events and 
satellite parking directions due to the 
College’s 150th anniversary events on  
campus.

Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art

New Fall Exhibitions: 

October 6 – December 16, 2012

Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art

Four New Exhibitions 
Sunday, June 1 - Sunday, July 20 Accredited by the American

Association of Museums and Galleries

Donna Pickthall accepts book donations at her “Something for the Weekend” booth at the Orinda Farmers’
Market. Photo Ohlen Alexander




